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Oct 4th, 12:15 pm to 1:00 | 


pm, Pool Tournament in 
the Sports and Fitness 
Center 


Oct 5th, 2:00 pm to 4:00 
pm, discussion “Com- 
memorating Columbus 
Day in the Carribean” in 
Spurk Building (C) 


Oct 13th, 11:00 am to 
1:00 pm, Open House at 
NECC, located in Sports 
and Fitness Center 
(Building D) 


Oct. 13th, 8:30 am to 
3:00 pm, NECC Home- 
coming on the Haverhill 
campus, for more infor- 
mation, contact Alumni 
Office at alumni@necc. 
mass.edu or by phone at 
978-556-3629 


Oct. 15th, 9:30 am to 
10:45 am, Job Searching 
Tips and Tricks with 
Moore Staffing Services, 
in Spurk Building (C) 


Oct 18th and 19th, Be- 
lieve Anything and Ev- 
erything is Possible Art 
Gala, Haverhill Campus, 
Bentley Library (A) | 


Fall sets in 


Foliage turns to brilliant autumn hues on the Haverhill campus. 


NECC reacts to Merrimack 


Photo by Brennan Cooney 


_ Valley gas disaster 
Students, faculty and staff affected 


By MARIELLA MENDEZ 
Features Editor 


On September 13 2018 at ap- 
proximately 5 p.m., a number of 
mysterious explosions occurred 
in the city of Lawrence that fur- 
ther expanded to Andover and 
North Andover. 

The situation began with a 
handful of dangerous fires, oc- 
curring primarily in South Law- 
rence, that called for several fire 
departments from surrounding 
cities to respond. 

NECC liberal arts major 
Melissa Hernandez, 20,  stat- 
ed that she headed into work at 
Japu restaurant on 4 Union St in 
Lawrence on Thursday evening 
around 6 p.m. and had no idea of 


the events that were unfolding. 
She said she arrived and, “every- 
thing already seemed weird be- 
cause I was hearing lots of sirens, 
but when I got inside there was 
an event going on so people were 
just eating and drinking, all of a 
sudden we turn on the news and 
see houses on fire and warning 
signs.” 

The restaurant received a call 
soon after, advising them to shut 
off the gas. After doing so, they 
proceeded to evacuate the build- 
ing where they found more cha- 
os outside. Hernandez said, “We 
went outside and people were 
making calls, there was so much 
traffic and a: lot of firefighters 
from different cities in the area. 
We were closed until Tuesday, 
which really affected the owners 


because they had to get rid a lot 
of their food.” 

David Gardner, 20, is an EI- 
ementary Education major at 
Northern Essex who also shared 
his experiences, of that Thursday 
evening. 

“T got home later than usual 
that day because of the traffic,” 
he said. 

Gardner’s father is a police of- 
ficer for the city of Methuen and 
was called in almost right away 
to help in Lawrence. 


“My dad suggested that we 


each pack a bag because he had 
to leave us to go and search hous- 
es. My great grandmother had to 
evacuate because the homes near 
hers were exploding.” 


Continued on page 4 
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Guilty until proven innocent? 


By BRENNAN COONEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


The present firestorm over 
Judge Kavanaugh’s potential ap- 
pointment to the Supreme Court 
may be the peak of the many tri- 
als (be they legal or public opin- 
ion) of the #Metoo movement. 
Begun and intended as a mas- 
sive push against sexual assault 
and harassment in Hollywood, 
then across the business world, 
the burgeoning movement has 
not been without criticism. 

It would appear that this pro- 
ceeding may prove to be the fe- 
ver pitch of both #metoo and it’s 
skeptics, as a contentious hearing 
transforms itself into the center- 
piece of a conflict between those 
determined to prevent an accused 
assailant from reaching the high- 
est court in the nation, and those 
defending a man who tirelessly 
professes his innocence and good 
character. 

But laying at the heart of 
this battle is a concept present 
throughout the legal history of 
the American Experiment. This 
concept is The Onus Probandi, or 


the Burden of Proof. 

Collins English Dictionary 
defines the Burden of Proof as “ 
the obligation, in criminal cases, 
resting initially in the prosecu- 
tion, to provide evidence that will 
convince the court or jury of the 
truth of one’s contention.” 

In the context of the Kavana- 
ugh case, already this legal liter- 
ature might be called into ques- 
tion. For despite the trappings 
and language, and obvious ram- 
ifications of the proceedings, it is 
not, in fact, a criminal prosecu- 
tion. Though, it can be argued in 
return that the accuser, Christine 
Ford, did not bring her accusa- 
tion to law enforcement, so as to 
trigger a criminal investigation. 
Instead, she brought her story to 
the media and the Democratic 
Party. 

In further analyzing the pro- 
ceedings through legal language, 
Ford’s accusations would be ac- 
cepted as evidence in a criminal 
proceeding. However, there have 
been many incongruencies in 
Ford’s account that cast reason- 
able doubt on her testimony. 

The New York Post reported 
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on the 25th of September that 
“Ford cannot recall basic details 
of what she says was the most 
traumatic event of her life, even 
the year or what grade she was 
in.” 

The Post goes on to report that 
of the four witnesses Ford asserts 
were present at the party, all of 
them denied unequivocally any 
knowledge of the party in ques- 
tion. 

In the face of such lapses 
in her story, the entire account 
must be again viewed with a 
healthy dose of doubt. However, 
in the eyes of some, to not take 
a self-professed. victim at their 
word completely and blindly is to 
assert a general hatred for anyone 
who has claimed to have been at- 
tacked, or been attacked. 

Social media, be it as all en- 
compassing, and in many ways 
useful, as it is, has become a dev- 
astating tool of character assassi- 
nation. 

No longer what evidence can 
be brought forward, but rath- 
er how many people believe an 
accusation is the judge of inno- 
cence or guilt in the court of pub- 


lic opinion. 

For potential workers, this 
ought to be a nightmarish pros- 
pect as companies will comb 
through their candidate’s social 
media to determine the general 
activities of the person in ques- 
tion. If all a company can find 
is countless unsubstantiated ac- 
cusations of one or even several 
horrific crimes, many an innocent 
career might be left in tatters for 
a crime that might have never 
been committed. 

Sexual crimes are certainly 
among the most heinous and de- 
testable actions one can commit, 
and they should be investigat- 
ed thoroughly and fairly by the 
proper authorities, and a victim 
of such a crime should certainly 
be able to present their accusa- 
tions and evidence before a jury 
of their peers. 

‘For all the good intentions 
that might be had in seeking to 
amplify the voice of a self-pro- 
claimed victim, the unintended 
consequence of social media as 
a forum to accuse and denounce 
is a presumption of guilt passed 
down by social media vigilantes . 


To be critical about a claim 
made against someone’s charac- 
ter is not in any way condoning 
or defending the act of sexual 
assault, nor is it refusing to hear 
out the accuser and reach an in- 
formed decision. 

The burden of proof that an 
attack occurred rests with the 
accuser, regardless of the accus- 
er’s or accused’s role, status, or 
wealth. 

To bring this back to the Ka- 
vanaugh scandal, Ford has the 
right to make her accusation. She 
has the right to present any and 
all evidence she can produce and 
be heard. 

But, Judge Kavanaugh also 
has the right to defend himself, 
dispute the evidence presented, 
and disprove it if he can. 

It is not the political victory 
or loss that decides the matter 
of the assault, not the position, 
or gender, or background of the 
accuser or the accused. 

The evidence, as presented 
or refuted, should be the metric 
by which the accused is deemed 
guilty or not. 
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Did the Disney 
College Program 
make all my dreams 


come true? 
By ALexis FONTAINE 
Opinion Editor 
I have been a “Disney” fanat- 
ic my whole life. From my Camp 
Rock and Hannah Montana Birth- 
day Parties when I was a tween, 
to the before of watching all the 
golden age movies on repeat like 
The Lion King, Aladdin, and The 
Little Mermaid, to the now where 
Disney is more prevalent than 
ever owning everything from Star 
Wars to almost all of the Marvel 
franchise. Disney was a part of 
me, and is for a lot of other peo- 
ple too, so doing the college pro- 
gram felt like a no-brainer to me. 
If you don’t know, Dis- 
ney World and Disney Land 
(there is a difference) have an 
internship specifically for col- 
lege students where you can si- 
multaneously live, work, learn, 
and play at the Disney parks. 
Disney provides housing for you 
in 4 housing complexes, Patter- 
son Court, Vista Way, Chatham 
Square, and The Commons, each 
with their own beautiful pool. The 
classes you take usually count as 
electives, but will still further 
your college career once (if) you 
return to college (many students 
end up extending their programs 
for up to a year or even end up 
accepting permanent jobs). You 
can work just about anywhere, 
not just in the parks. The options 
are open to the hotels, the stores, 
the waterparks, lifeguards at the 
pools, or even custodial who can 
work just about anywhere. The 
options seem almost limitless. 
Every week Disney takes your 
weekly rent out of your paycheck 
so you don’t have to worry about 
rent at the end of the month. Be- 
sides living in beautiful Califor- 
nia or sunny Florida for a whole 
semester, the best part is, you can 
get into any park, any time you 
want, for free any day of the year. 
Honestly. Doesn’t it just sound 
like a dream come true? Getting 
into the park for free whenever 
you want is truly an experience 


Courtsey Photo 


From left to right, Alexis Fontaine and Jordan Cioppa en- 
joy the Magic Kingdom March 22. 


you can never repay (figuratively 
and literally, tickets are expen- 
sive), and the memories you'll 
have with the people you meet 
from all over the country and the 
world will be some of the most 
cherished you have. 

If this sounds like some- 
thing you’d be interested in, I rec- 
ommend you keep reading, but 
first I'll give you a few pointers 
for your application. The applica- 
tion for the DCP is a 3-step pro- 
cess. The first step is the applica- 
tion itself, on it Disney generally 
doesn’t have an individual person 
look at it until it has gone through 
a sort of scan process where they 
look for certain key words. If your 
application matches up with a cer- 
tain amount of key words you can 
move on to the next round within 
a matter of a few hours without 
anyone ever actually reviewing 
your application. Some of the 
words they like to look for are 
“good communications skills”, 
“leadership”, and “works well on 
a team” etc. The second step is a 
questionnaire where they ask you 
generic questions that you either 
“highly agree” or “strongly dis- 
agree”. My only recommendation 
for this is to rarely put neutral for 
these types of questions, Disney 
wants someone who is self as- 
sured and knows what they want, 
for example if the statement is “I 


am always on time” even if you 
are sometimes late you should 
still put “Highly agree”. This 
shows Disney you are dedicated, 
they don’t want someone who is 
wishy-washy who says, “Well 
sometimes I might be late”. The 
final step in the process is the 
phone interview, which is the 
hardest step, because it’s the most 
unpredictable. You never really 
know what they’re going to ask 
you, so the best thing you can do 
is be yourself, be genuine, and 
tell them why you’re the best can- 
didate and why you love Disney. 
That being said howev- 
er, there are some things that Dis- 
ney isn’t going to tell you about 
the DCP. They say buyer-beware 
when it comes it comes to a lot of 
things, but if you’re going to do 
the DCP I cant stress this enough, 
PEOPLE ARE NOT WHO THEY 
SAY THEY ARE ON SOCIAL 
MEDIA!!! I met all my room- 
mates off of Facebook, and while 
I love most of them, there were 
a few who were just absolute nut 
jobs. You might think you know 
who you’re living with, but you 
never really know. I recommend 
just going random, it makes ev- 
erything easier, that way if you 
hate them its not like you hate 
someone you thought you liked 
and knew. 
Oh and the rent they “conve- 


appiest place on earth 


Courtesy Photo 


From left to right, Alexis Fontaine and Jordan Cioppa pose 
in front of Disney’s Epcot February 12. 


niently” take out of your pay- 
check for you every week? That’s 
roughly $100, so about $400 a 
month, which is extremely cheap 
if I was one person making Mas- 
sachusetts minimum wage. Keep 
in mind I was living in an apart- 
ment with only 3 bedrooms and 6 
girls (2 per bedroom), so already 
Disney is getting $2,400 for our 
dingy apartment, not to mention 
the fact that we were only mak- 
ing $10 an hour. 40 hours/1 week 
— monthly rent is really only 
leaving us with a living wage of 
$300 dollars for everything else, 
thanks Disney! 

40 hours a week of 
course, is if they felt like being 
gentle on you that week. Disney 
will work you every chance they 
get, there were days I worked 14 
hour shifts, and if you don’t like 
overnights I do not recommend 
working in the hotels, even if 
you’re a college programmer they 
will schedule you 11 PM - 7 AM. 
This may sound like a large accu- 
sation, but in my personal opin- 
ion Disney does not care about 
its College Program Employees. 
You are bottom of the barrel to 
them, and they will schedule you 
and work you as hard as they can. 
I’m not saying you can’t have a 
fantastic time on your program 
and meet amazing people and 
make wonderful memories, but 


Need advice on love, life or school? 


Write in to Dear Lexi 


@e2e 000 ee8 
You can reach us at: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


the policies and procedures Dis- 
ney has in place to “take care” of 
their employees is not one I agree 
with. Disney has a point system 
in place so anytime you are late, 
boom: half a point. Do some- 
thing your boss disagrees with? 
Well that’s a whole point. Get 
enough points and that’s a rep- 
rimand, get enough reprimands 
and guess what, you don’t have 
a job with the Mouse any more. 
I understand it is a business, but 
some parts seem almost inhuman 
to me. 

By no means is this a bash 
Disney rant, because I still am 
that “Disney” person I was before 
the DCP, if anything the DCP was 
a chance for me expand my hori- 
zons and make lasting connec- 
tions with people I would have 
never had the chance to meet be- 
fore. Do I regret doing the Disney 
College Program? By no means 
at all. Would I ever do the Col- 
lege Program again? Most likely 
not. Should you do the DCP? I 
would say if you’ve never been 
away from home, and you’re 
looking to take a risk and build 
your résumé, and if you really 
don’t mind being worked like a 
dog then why not! 


Pa 
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Gardner also shared that he 
helped his neighbor set up shelter 
in her basement for her son and 
his two friends who were walking 
miles from their home in Law- 
rence. 

“My neighbor said that when 
her son got evacuated, he saw a 
house blow up right in front of 
him and that there wasn’t anyone 
on the streets while he was walk- 
ing, and that there were cars left 


Gas fires, explosions to leave lasting 


behind. It was like a ghost town. 
I’m just happy I was around to 
help them and that my dad was 
able to help many people as well.” 

Current student Kianaly Orte- 
ga, 19 is an Early Education ma- 
jor who experienced the events 
firsthand. She is a resident of 
South Lawrence and shared the 
details of that day. Ortega and her 
family had their power turned off 
around 6 p.m. and had to evacu- 


ate immediately, considering her 
home was a block away from the 
fire on Jefferson street that was 
originally shown on the news af- 
ter it was quickly destroyed by 
the fire. “It took about 3 hours 
just to get from South Lawrence 
to the north part. There are four 
people living in my home and we 
all had to go stay with my aunt 
for 3 days, who also did not have 
hot water,” she said. 


Ortega said that they were al- 
lowed to return to their home on 
Sept. 17, which wasn’t easy be- 
cause streets were still blocked 
off and everyone was trying to 
get to their homes at the same 
time. She confirmed that her fam- 
ily is safe now and did have elec- 
tricity and when they returned 
to their home. Unfortunately she 
says, “there were plenty of people 
I knew that had no hot water for 


Residents have continued to stay strong in the aftermath 


By Anpy MontTILLAa 


Correspondent 


Lawrence, Andover, and 
North Andover, will never be 
the same after the gas explo- 
sions that took place on Septem- 
ber 13th, 2018. With Columbia 
Gas being the provider for the 
all of the homes that were lost or 
damaged, the company’s reputa- 
tion will also never be the same. 

.Cathleen Hernandez, a 22 year 
old from North Andover, Massa- 
chusetts was fortunate enough to 
not lose her home from the explo- 
sions. Even though Hernandez did 
not lose her home, she is still go- 
ing through a challenging time “it 
makes everyday a little bit harder 


for me and my kids because we 
still don’t have any hot water or a 
functioning stove to cook dinner 
on.” Hernandez, like others who 
have been affected by this terri- 
ble tragedy are in complete shock 
that the gas has not been restored 
fourteen days after the incident. 

Of all the cases that have 
populated in the Merrimack 
Valley, Lawrence, Massachu- 
setts might be the most odd. 

If you are not a local to Law- 
rence then you would not know 
that the town is divided into 
north and south. Connected by 
three separate bridges, the ex- 


plosions of September 13th only 
took place in South Lawrence. 

Don Machado, an elderly man 
from the north side of Lawrence 
was not directly affected by the 
explosions but instead had family 
members he has been witnessing 
going through the tough times 
this tragic incident has presented. 

Machado, a father and grandfa- 
ther states “I am extremely fortu- 
nate that I still have my home and 
working gas but my son and his 
family have had to go through the 
everyday hassle of having to grab 
clothes from home to shower in 
my house and also not be able to 


eat in the comfort of their home.” 

Machado is beyond grate- 
ful he can help his fami- 
ly out in a time of need. 

A resident from South Law- 
rence, Julian Strong has been 
looking at the more positive 
side of the current gas crisis. 

Strong, a 53 year old who has 
lived in South Lawrence his whole 
life, says “I feel for the folks who 
have lost their homes but I am 
glad to see how the community 
has responded to the whole situa- 
tion. Whether it has been massive 
amounts of donations or schools 
offering places to sleep in, the 


almost 2 weeks after everything 
happened.” 

Many residents and businesses 
in the affected areas of Andover, 
North Andover and Lawrence 
are still without gas service and 
have been told by Columbia Gas 
it could take until Oct. 19 for full 
restoration. 


impact 


same day of the explosions.” 

Although residents _ have 
been allowed back into their 
homes, many remain without 
gas and have been forced to 
come up with alternatives to con- 
tinue their everyday routines. 

The Merrimack Valley has 
been put into a tough situation 
for the time being due to the res- 
toration of gas being pushed out 
into the month of November. 

Local residents have contin- 
ued to stay hopeful and strong 
as they await for the gas to be 
restored back into their homes. 


Drama unfolded on a regular working day 


Student was working at supermarket in Andover 


By NorMAN BERAHA 
Correspondent 

I was just starting my shift 
at the Stop & Shop in Andover 
when the explosions started. Be- 
ing that I’d been reading in the 
break room prior to punching in, 
I hadn’t realized it at the time, but 
the Store Managers were already 
starting to deal with the effects — 
the pilot light in the Deli had gone 
out, and they didn’t know why. 

Blissfully unaware of the dra- 
ma going on below, I punched 
in at 5:02 p.m., and made my 
way down to the front of the 
store. Skip, the Closing Manag- 
er that night, followed behind 
shortly after, and my shift end- 
ed less than five minutes later. 

My official title is Assistant 
Customer Service Department 
Head. Since that’s a mouthful and 
a half, my coworkers and I refer 
to the position by an abbreviated 
acronym: “CDH”. Because I am a 
CDH, [have slightly more respon- 


sibility than most of my cowork- 
ers in the event of an evacuation. 

It’s my job, in part, to make 
sure the customers have all been 
evacuated safely, before I my- 
self leave the building. Thank- 
fully, most of the customers 
understood that “We need to 
evacuate the building” is not an 
idle suggestion, and the evacua- 
tion itself went almost perfectly. 

The only exception was a 
woman who’d walked in talking 
on her cell phone, so focused on 
her conversation that she com- 
pletely ignored me attempting to 
stop her from entering. Thankful- 
ly my Department Manager was 
able to catch her attention, and 
we had cleared everyone out of 
the store and into the parking lot 

At that point we really didn’t 
know what was going on. I 
could see helicopters over Law- 
rence, along with faint wisps of 
smoke, but nothing concrete. 


My coworkers and I ended up 
huddling together by one of the 
lamp posts in the parking lot, 
chatting casually as we tried to 
put together what had happened. 
One of the Deli clerks pulled 
up the local news on his phone, 
and we finally had an explana- 
tion, or at least the beginning of 
one: there were gas explosions 
in Lawrence. It was around 
this point that Skip got official 
word that the situation was “a 
big deal”, and declared that the 
store was closed for the night. 

A dozen or so of my cowork- 
ers from that night live either in 
Lawrence or Methuen. By direct 
consequence, the explosions left 
them stranded in the parking lot, 
alternating _ between watching 
news updates on their phones and 
watching firemen go door to door 
to evacuate the neighborhood. 

The cars on Route 28 were 
locked bumper to bumper. Sev- 


| For allist of resources fo 


ee 


eral of my coworkers who didn’t 
live anywhere directly affected 
were still trapped, just because of 
the sheer bulk of traffic as all of 
the surrounding neighborhoods 
tried to evacuate at the same time. 

When the news came around 
that there had been explosions in 
North Andover as well, I immedi- 
ately got in touch with my father, 
to make sure he was alright. As 
it happened, he didn’t even know 
what was going on, yet. We got 
lucky, in this regard; the neigh- 
borhood we live in runs on pro- 
pane, and is separately controlled 
from the surrounding areas. 

We didn’t have gas to lose, 
and emergency services didn’t 
need to shut the power to the area. 
Around 6:25 p.m., I turned left 
out of the parking lot, and made 
my way home. It was another 
40 minutes before I completed 
what would ordinarily be bare- 
ly 10 minutes, counting traffic. 


The store remained closed and 
without power for the next two 
days. On Sunday morning, the 
Stop & Shop location got power 
back, and I was called in for anoth- 
er closing shift — this time to also 
prepare the store for reopening. 

The store has backup power to 
help out in emergency situations, 
but it doesn’t keep the refrigera- 
tion or freezers running. We spent 
the majority of the day throwing 
out all of the frozen, mean, deli, 
dairy, bakery, and produce items 
that had expired over two days 
unattended on room-tempera- 
ture shelving, to say nothing of 
the orders that had been aban- 
doned in the aisles as customers 
were evacuated. Around 6 p.m. 
on Sunday, September 30, we 
opened the store for three hours. 

It was an hour later that we 
received a load of basic dairy 
products from the North An- 
dover location, who had re- 
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By MELANIE POLANCO 
Correspondent 

Northern Essex Communi- 
ty College has teamed up to pro- 
vide food for students on campus. 
Pop up peanut butter and jelly 
stations for the community of 
Northern Essex. When students 
get to school there is no supple- 
mental food that’s available at 
no cost, and students many times 
can’t pay for these meals sold on 
campus. The goal is for students 
to have access to food on campus 
for free. Karen Hruska who is 
part of the community counseling 
group at Northern Essex unites 
with others from that program to 
come up with different initiatives 
that will help the community. 
They came up with this wonder- 
ful idea of PBJ stations. Hruska 
says “The idea is for students to 
have something to eat at no cost, 
and so that they don’t starve while 
on campus.” These stations are 
found at different sites around the 
school. STEM centers will have 
them and even the Valley Works 
site has one already up. Hruska 
contacted Fantini Bread, and the 
company Teddy peanut butter. 
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Free PB&J on campus 


NECC seeks to help hungry students stay fed 


These companies have agreed 
to donate some supplies. “We 
even have nut free spread, and 
gluten free bread for those who 
need it.” Hruska says. Students 
all over campus both Lawrence 
and Haverhill will have access 
to these stations “Makes me feel 
like they care. It’s very thought- 
ful.” Said Janilka Gonzalez an 
EMT student at Northern Essex. 
Gonzalez stated that not many 
people think of college students 
and their pockets. 

Janiliz Gonzalez, a human ser- 
vice major here at northern essex 
says, she had no idea about the 
project. “They understand the 
struggle. I starve all the time.” 
Said Gonzalez in a humorous 
manner. After hearing about it 
she believes students will benefit 
greatly from free peanut butter 
jelly sandwiches. They are even 
providing baggies so students can 
take some to go. Northern Essex 
has made it known that they want 
to take care of their students. 


Northern Essex 


Oct. 28, 2018 
o1pm. 
er at UMass Lowell 


Open House is a great way to meet 
Students, faculty and staff from every 
program. Members of campus clubs 
and organizations are on hand» 
_ to share what it’s like to be a 
student here. Campus tours run 
| continuously, and a flexible 
schedule allows you to focus 
on what interests you most. 


UMASS 
i LOWELL 
Learning with Purpose 


Register AT uml.edu/falloh18 
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One of the free sandwhich stations to be found aroun 


Spurk ATM 


New fee-free ATM to help NECC access cash 


By Susan WATERMAN 
Correspondent 

On Tuesday morning September 
25th, students entered the Spurk build- 
ing to the welcomed surprise of free 
coffee and breakfast bars, provided by 
Align credit Union. 

Senior Vice president, Joanne Mc- 
Carthy stood in the front entry way to 
welcome students and point them in the 
direction of free coffee, located on a ta- 
ble next to the Align Credit Union ATM, 
machine located in the lounge area just 
outside Lucky’s Cafe. 

Before the renovation of the Spurk 
building which reopened in the fall se- 
mester of 2017, Students and faculty of 
NECC had access to cash from an ATM 
provided by Pentucket bank. One com- 
plaint among its users was the transac- 
tion charge, rumored to be an exorbitant 
fee. 

Another issue noticed was the limit- 
ed flexibility in choice of cash requests. 
The Pentucket Bank ATM only could 
dispense cash by increments of $20.00 
which for some students was too high of 
an amount. 

These observations were noted by 
just the right people and when word was 
brought to the attention of Ken Del Ros- 
si, a NECC Foundation Inc. board mem- 
ber and President/ CEO of Align Credit 
Union. He suggested a change. 

The New ATM, provided by Align 
Credit Union allows students to choose 
cash by increments as low as $5.00 and 
charges no transaction fee at the ma- 
chine. 

McCarthy explains that it is actually 
not an ATM, but rather, a Cash Dispens- 


ing machine, as it only dispenses money 
and allows users to check balances but 
does not have features for deposits that 
traditional ATM’s have. 

All of the vending machines at 
NECC are equipped to pay by card 
transactions, yet students may be hesi- 
tant to use their bank/credit cards be- 
cause warning stickers have been placed 
on all of the vending machines to inform 
users about possible complications. 

“Your bank will place a hold on your 
account greater than the amount to pur- 
chase one or multiple items in a single 
vending transaction.” the sticker reads. 

In more simple terms, depending on 
a person’s bank, that single purchase 
will be “held” at a higher amount until it 
clears from the bank. 

According to Melissa Merrill, cafe 
associate of Lucky’s Cafe the CDM is 
useful at NECC, “When the credit card 
machine goes down they [students and 
faculty] can hit the ATM for cash.” 

Staff of the cafe confirmed that the 
credit card machine did go offline re- 
cently and students were able to pur- 
chase food because of the availability 
and flexibility that the CDM provides. 

McCarthy was accompanied by Ian 
Barrett and Felicia Anderson, member 
service representatives for Align Credit 
Union. They were ready to answer ques- 
tions about the CDM and introduce us- 
ers to its benefits. 

“That’s the third person to use it this 
morning.” Anderson said about the fre- 
quency of use of the CDM by students 
and faculty. 

-McCarthy hinted that they may be 
back again in the future. 
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Remembering an icon 
Oct. 2 marked the one-year anniversary of the death of Tom Petty 


By Linpsey Cove 
Correspondent 


October 2, 2017, just one 
week after The Heartbreaker’s 
took their final bow at the Hol- 
lywood Bowl, Tom Petty would 
be found collapsed on the floor 
of his home in Malibu, CA. 

It has nearly been a Som 
since the 
ing of rock’n’roll icon pat 
H er’s frontman. 

On September 25, 2017 fans 
packed into the sold out Hol- 
lywood Bowl to see Tom Petty 
and The Heartbreaker’s finish 
the last of their 40th anniversary 
tour; a 53 concert filled nights 
that spread across forty-six cit- 
ies both in the U.S and Europe. 

Little did know 
that the wildly display of the 
band’s second encore, closing 
with “American Girl”, that it 
was the golden haired, 66 year 
old’s last live performance. 

What seemed like a flawless, 
monumental tour, in fact a tour 
that later would sweep the Poll- 
star Awards as Best Tour Of The 
Yearand Best Rock Tour Of The 
Year(beating out groups such 
as, U2, Metallica, and Bruno 
Mars), the five month reign was 
nothing but seamless backstage. 

“1 knew Tom was_ having 
lots of problems — he needed 
to get to the stage by a golf cart 
— but once he got that guitar in 
his hands, he was amazing, and 
they were great shows,” reflect- 
ed J.Geils lead singer and Bos- 
ton resident, Peter Wolf, to The 


New Hampshire Union Leader. 

Wolf, who’s progress with The 
J. Geils band worked on numerous 
occasions with The Heartbreak- 
ers, even turning down a hit that 
Tom had written for them (“Don’t 
Do Me Like That”), joined The 
Heartbreaker’s for their last two 
shows at Boston’s TD Garden 
as well as shows in Philadel- 
phia, Baltimore, and Forest Hills. 

Throughout the tour Petty 
was suffering with emphysema, 
knee pains, and a fractured hip 
which lead him, as Wolf recalled, 
to be carted around as well as 
given extra-medical attention. 

Another close friend and 
music icon recalls touring 
with Petty last summer and his 
health conditions; Stevie Nicks. 

Nicks stood at the podium 
accepting the award for Musi- 
Care’s person/band of the year 
for Fleetwood Mac this past Jan- 
uary, where she spoke about her 
beloved friend and the nights 
they played together during the 
past tour, “He was not well, and 
he fought his way through that 
tour. He should’ve canceled, and 
he should’ve just gone home and 
gone to the hospital. But not Tom. 
He was gonna go down that river”. 

Nicks may not have had a solo 
career if it wasn’t for Tom Petty 
and Heartbreaker’s guitarist Mike 
Campbell writing her first single 
featuring Petty’s vocals, “Stop 
Draggin My Heart Around”. 

Stevie Nicks worked with Tom 
Petty on various occasions, lend- 


XNGRID HESS 


ing vocals on Heartbreaker’s al- 
bums, and even now as Fleetwood 
Mac dumped Lindsey Bucking- 
ham earlier this year, Mike Camp- 
bell was picked up as lead guitarist. 

In August Tom had post- 
poned a few shows in 
Berkley due to laryngitis. 

As many fans wished him 
to get well, the musician fin- 
ished his tour triumphantly. 

It was, as mentioned pre- 
viously in the article, October 


that, in the words of Heart- 
breaker’s hit “Learning To 
Fly”, “The world got. still”. 


On October 1, 2017 the mu- 
sician was told that his fractured 
hip had turned into a full on break. 

It was shortly hours after 
this diagnosis that news broke 
that Tom Petty was in UCLA 
Medical Center on life support. 

Early the next morning it had 
been reported that the musician, 
father, and friend was taken off 
life support, and passed away. 

The question the world was 
wondering now, was why and 
howespecially after just see- 
ing him come down from 
such a groundbreaking tour. 

Petty was prescribed a mix- 
ture of medications before 
and throughout the tour to 
help aid his pain and health. 

In a note released by his fam- 
ily and coroner a toxicity mix- 
ture of prescription painkillers, 
antidepressants, and sedatives 
were found in his system, which 
resulted in the musicians death. 


His family released a statement 
on January 19, 2018, “We knew 
before the report was shared with 
us that he was prescribed various 
pain medications for a multi- 
tude of issues including Fentan- 
yl patches and we feel confident 
that this was, as the coroner 
found, an unfortunate accident.” 

The message continued, “As 
a family we recognize this report 
may spark a further discussion 
on the opioid crisis and we feel 
that it is a healthy and necessary 
discussion and we hope in some 
way this report can save lives. 

“Many people who over- 
dose begin with a legitimate 
injury or simply do not under- 
stand the potency and deadly 
nature of these medications”. 

In wake of Petty’s passing 
memorials spread throughout 
the country, his music filled the 
airspace, as fans got togeth- 
er to mourn a man who’s mu- 
sic and story that has touched 
every living generation today. 

Matt Andraktos of Northern 
Essex Community College’s pro- 
gram states the following when 
asked about Petty, “His music 
spoke to me in ways that music 
never spoke to me before! His 
passing was devastating. He was 
a talented dude, who was a mu- 
sic icon.” Andraktos continued 
to say, “ Tom Petty was an idol, 
an inspiration. He will always 
be loved by his fans. His mu- 
sic will be in mine and many, 
many other hearts forever.” 


Liberal Arts major, Hannah 
Marden says, “It’s weird to me 
that he passed suddenly. I don’t 
know many of his songs now, 
but I feel like I grew up know his 
songs. For example, I remem- 
ber hearing ‘Free Fallin” on the 
radio constantly while growing 
up, or announcements of his new 
albums. Every once in a while 
Pll put him on my Spotify.” 

Even now driving onto cam- 
pus and walking to class one can 
sometimes hear a car radio blast- 
ing a Tom Petty collaboration. 

Whether it’s the early Gaines- 
ville days of his first band, Mud- 
crutch, his Heartbreaker days, 
solo career, or working in a Su- 
pergroup with George Harrison, 
Bob Dylan, Roy Orbison and Jeff 
Lynne, or even from the start and 
dominance of MTV music videos, 
and fighting for his fans against 
record companies, Tom Petty’s 
legacy is part of our everyday 
lives whether we like it or not. 

It was released just on 27 Sep- 
tember a Box set of unreleased 
tracks, remastered works, and 
live takes throughout Petty’s life 
called An American Treasure. 

It was the release of this 
box set that spawned _listen- 
ing parties across the globe. 

One year after his déath 
and his music is still unit- 
ing people together and be- 
ing played loud and proud. 

It is never too late to 
join the Tom Petty Nation. 
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“MANY PEOPLE CONSIDER CLIMATE CHANGE TO BE THE MOST PRESSING ISSUE 
FACING OUR WORLD TODAY. 
ABOUT THEIR OWN RELATIONSHIP WITH OUR LIMITED RESOURCES” 


Set 


piscina 9s WATE 


ra: eae 


CONSIDER AIR. 


SEPTEMBER IO — OCTOBER I2. 2018 
OPENING RECEPTION/ARTIST TALK —THURSDAY. SEPTEMBER 20TH. 3-O00—5:30PI1_ 


THIS EXHIBITION ASKS THE VIEWER TO THINK 


Oct. 2, 2018 * NECC Observer * Page 7 


@y Observer.necc.mass. [J @theneccobserver 


Campus Life 


FF] facebook.com/neccobserver 


Hispanic Heritage Month now in session 


“We could always do more to be visible.” 


Analuz Garcia, Assistant Director of Community & International 


Relations 


By AARON LEHNER 
Campus Life Editor 


Northern Essex will host sev- 
eral events on both campuses 
celebrating Hispanic Heritage 
Month throughout October. 

NECC Student Life and the 
Community & International Re- 
lations staff have collaborated 
in creating events for the public. 
“Tn the past, student life has done 
some activities,’ says Venger- 
flutta Smith, Director of Student 
Life. “I wanted to make sure to 
have a more collaborative effort 
and more deliberate focus, and to 
include more activities that our 
students could be a part of the 
planning.” 

Smith states that she had met 
with the Community and Interna- 
tional Relations director, Analuz 
Garcia, and Professor Lisette 
Espinoza regarding events being 
held in the community. She dis- 
cussed with them about the feed- 
back she received from students 
about what they wanted to see 
happen on campus. Most sugges- 
tions included movies and mu- 
sic and other fun activities, and 
based the schedule off of these 
suggestions. “They [Garcia & 
Espinoza] were very pleased and 
excited because we hadn’t met 
like that before.” 

One event that Smith is host- 
ing is the Student Life Film Se- 
ries’ screening of “Coco” on Oct. 
4 at 6:30 at El Hefni. The film 
was released in 2017 by Disney’s 
Pixar Studio. It centers around 


a boy, Miguel, living in Mexico 
who dreams of becoming a mu- 
sician. But his family has banned 
music from the household, and so 
he travels to the Land of the Dead 
in order to find his idol on the sa- 
cred Day of the Dead. Smith says 
that, although she hasn’t seen it, 
she had heard through students 
that they felt the film showed an 
authentic representation of their 
culture. 

Smith and Garcia have sched- 
uled some events to supporting 
the White Fund Enlightenment 
Series. 

“The White Fund Enlighten- 
ment program helps to bring in 
speakers and poets from around 
the community,” says Garcia. 
They will be hosting speaker 
Elizabeth Acevedo, a poet, au- 
thor, and performing artist who 
will be reading and performing 
from her new novel-in-verse, 
“The Poet X.” on October 4th at 
6:00 PM at the Lawrence Pub- 
lic Library. A discussion group 
will meet on Tuesday, Oct. 2, at 
6 p.m.. This group is open to the 
public and will discuss Elizabeth 
Acevedo’s “The Poet X.” 

“T am most excited to see 
Elizabeth Acevedo, and to see 
Commissioner Santiago.” says 
Garcia. 

What many students may not 
know is that Northern Essex was 
the first certified Hispanic Serv- 
ing Institution (HSI) in New 


England. Federal institutes must 
have at least 25 percent Hispan- 
ic enrollment rate to be eligible 
for HSI. According to Garcia, 
Northern Essex has approximate- 
ly 48% enrollment rate of His- 
panic & Latinx students. “With 
so many [students], how could 
we not celebrate?” says Garcia. 
“As an HSI, NECC has received 
grants that helped create pilots 
like the Lawrence CPAC and the 
Student Success Center.” 

Bryce Grant, of Andover, be- 
lieves that by celebrating Hispan- 
ic heritage, it can highlight the 
diversity that makes NECC so 
unique. “If it’s clear that minori- 
ties want education, it’s better for 
the institute to allow them.” she 
says. “Years go by, more people 
want higher education.” When 
asked what she would like to see 
on campus that celebrate cam- 
pus diversity, she replied that 
she would like to see the hall- 
ways decorated with diverse art. 
Alina Conception of Haverhill, 
suggested the campus offer more 
language classes to students. “It 
is diverse but not that diverse.” 
she says “ I noticed there were 
no Spanish translations on any 
of the monitors or signs around 
here.” Analuz Garcia stresses 
that NECC is always pushing for 
more minority groups to be seen 
and addressed on campus. “We 
could always do more to be visi- 
ble.” she says. 


List of Hispanic Heritage Month Events 


Student Life Campus Community Film 
Ties 

“Coco” 

October 4th, 6:30 pm FREE, Doors Open 


6m 
El Hefni 414 Common Street Room 301 
Open to NECC Community 


NECC Student Life 

CCDIJ: Coffee & Chocolate: Dominoes & 
ZZ 

Date: October 9th, 5:00pm - 7:00pm 

Location: Haverhill Campus 

Open to the public 


NECC Student Life 
Dancing in the Streets: Grilled Corn and 


Mexican Elote and Afro Latino Live Band 
Date: Oct. 11th, 5:30pm — 7:30pm 
Location: Tenative, Riverwalk 

Open to NECC Community 


Student Life Campus Community Film 
ries 


“Cesar Chavez: An American Hero” 

November 15th, 6:30 pm FREE, Doors 
Open at 6pm 

El Hefni 414 Common Street Room 301 

Open to NECC Community 


NECC Community & International Rela- 
tions 

Foro: Una Isla Dos Mundos. Conferencia 
sobre Haiti y Republica Dominicana, Pasado, 
Presente, Futuro, Exploracién y Observacién 


Saturday Sept 15; 6pm 
El Hefni 414 Common Street Room 301 
Open to the Public 


NECC Community & International Rela- 
tions 

Documentary: Después de Maria: Las dos 
orillas 

The Spanish language documentary “After 
Maria, the 2 shores” 

a look at Puerto Rico eight months after 
the passage 

of the hurricane. Subtitles in English 


Photo by NECC Newsroom 


Elizabeth Acevedo, poet and author 


A story thot will saat the power of poeiry 
end love back into your heart.” 
—LAURIE HALSE ANDERSON, 
euthor of Speak ond Cheias 


A novel 


Photo by NECC Newsroom 


‘The Poet X’ A Novel by Elizabeth Acevedo will be 


read and performed at Lawrence Public Library 


Sunday September 30, 4pm 
El Hefni LC 301 
Open to the Public 


NECC Presents the White Fund Enlighten- 
ment Speaker Elizabeth Acevedo 

Thursday Oct 4; 6pm 

Lawrence Public Library 

Open to the Public 


NECC Community & International Rela- 
tions 

GUEST SPEAKER 

Commissioner Santiago 

Puerto Ricans in the U.S. 

Date: Oct. 15th, 6:30 pm 
- El Hefni Health and Technology Center 
LC 301 

Open to the public 


NECC Community & International Rela- 
tions 

La Feria Internacional De Lawrence Cele- 
brates Puerto Rico 

Oct 20th and 21st 


El Hefni; 414 Common Street 


NECC Presents the White Fund Enlighten- 
ment Speaker Martin Espada 

A reading from Martin Espada, the first 
Latino to win the Ruth Lilly Poetry Prize. 

October 23rd 6pm 

Lawrence Public Library 

Lawrence Campus & Community Rela- 
tions 

A discussion group will meet on Tuesday, 
Oct.18, at 6 p.m. in the Lawrence Public Li- 
brary. 

This group is open to the public and will 
discuss Martin Espada’s works. 

Open to the Public 


Please contact Analuz Garcia @ agarcia@ 
necc.mass.edu 978.738.7423 OR Venger- 
flutta wSmith, @ vsmith@necc.mass.edu, 
978.556.3818 for additional information. 
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Juggling a job and class 


Job Fair to be held for NECC students and 


alumni 


By MARIELLA MENDEZ 
Features Editor 


For many college students 
across the country, a top pri- 
ority is having a job. Very 
few students actually have 
the luxury of just focusing 
on school, or a job and a ma- 
jority have to balance both. 

I was fortunate enough 
to begin my college journey 
with a job that fit my needs 
as a full time student. I’ve 
been working as a Group 
Leader at Rangers Club for 
the Methuen Public school 
system since high school. 
I've currently been vs lage 
there for four years. Workin 
there has provided me wi 
the Pep, to be able 
to perfectly balance school 
and work life. For many stu- 
dents working a part time or 
full time job can be draining 
and time consuming, leavin 
little to no time for schoo 
work. My job allows me to 
tea ee as a full time student 
while working a few hours a 


Quinnipiac 


UND VE UR Sot; Fy: 


they are always a step ahead. 


Saturday, Sept. 22 
Sunday, Oct. 21 
Saturday, Nov. 10 
Sunday, Dec. 2 


Apply: qu.edu/transfer 
Email: transfer@qu.edu 


READY FOR MORE? ATTEND A 2018 OPEN HOUSE 


Register or schedule a visit: qu.edu/visit 


day as well as weekends off 
to dedicate to my academics. 
Working at Rangers Club 
means I can manage my time 
properly and also allows me 
to work with amazing kids 
and staff members. Rangers 
Club is currently hiring for 
multiple positions. More in- 
formation can be found on 
the Methuen Public Schools 
Website under “Employment.” 
For those who are interest- 
ed in part and full time jobs, 
NECC will be having a job 
fair on Thursday October 4, 
which is free and open for 
students to attend and talk 
to potential employers from 
a variety of companies and 
organizations as well as po- 
tential “on spot interviews.” 
The fair will be held 
in the Haverhill Cam- 
pus Hartleb ‘Technolo 
Center, Room 103 A&B. 


WE SEE MORE THAN A STUDENT 
WE SEE A FUTURE LEADER 


At Quinnipiac, everything we do is laser-focused on the future. It’s why we 
combine market-driven knowledge with practical applications. It’s why we 
integrate world-sized learning opportunities with classrooms and facilities 
that are custom fit for today’s work environments. And, with an accessible and 
engaged faculty, our graduates are prepared for 2]st-century careers because 


Feathered friends on campus 


Photo by Mariella Mendez 


Geese hanging out in front of the Spurk building. 


Neec is looking to expand its online courses 


By Bryce GRANT 
Correspondent 


Students say online  class- 
es are the future of schooling. 
Flexibility and a_ straightforward 

course schedule is the main draw 
for many NECC students. And there’s 
nothing better than learning in your 
pajamas. Many students like a mix of 
both on campus and online classes. 
Sophia Marcus, communications ma- 
jor, prefers both, “I like half and half 
so I only have to go to NECC twice 
a week and have more time to work. 
I like taking math courses online the 
most because I can use apps and peo- 
ple to help me do the assignments.” 


Some teachers don’t advocate for 
online learning. “The dropout rate 
is higher for online classes,” says 
Ginger Hurajt who taught an online 
poetry class, “Without facing the in- 
structor, you’re more likely to not do 
the work.” NECC’s online catalog 
allows students to be enrolled at the 


This paper is your voice, too! - 
We want to see what you have to say. 
oe me : You can reach us at: S eae 
____ observer@necc.mass. 


school and graduate without stepping 


foot on campus. Even though online 
classes aren’t a new concept, they 
seem to be growing in popularity. 

There’s an unfortunate side to on- 
line learning. Students are starting to 
find flaws in Blackboard. “I dislike 
that it’s more difficult to ask questions 
and have things further explained that 
you don’t understand,” Sophia Marcus 
adds. It can be frustrating trying to find 
clarification on problems you come 
across. Latiny Ke, liberal arts ma- 
jor, says “The way you’re graded on 
Blackboard is different than in person. 


It can be confusing trying to navigate. — 


Discussions are not very genuine”. 

Teaching styles and approach- 
es are always changing so you’re 
bound to find an online class that’ll 
work for you. NECC hopes to add 
more specialized programs and 
courses in the upcoming semesters. 


: 


Connection on campus 
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Farmer’s Market returns to campus 
Popular markets offer opportunity for free, fresh food 


By SARAH REGAN-KELLEY 
Correspondent 


Local community members 
lined up for fresh produce at the 
Northern Essex Community Col- 
lege Farmer’s Market on Tuesday 
September 25. Crates after crates 
of fruits and vegetables were 
brought into the Student Center 
by the Greater Boston Food Bank. 
Volunteers shuffled and organized 
the food into different stations. 
The atmosphere was filled with 
a sense of teamwork and posi- 
tive energy. Bright colors filled 
the tables and local faces filled 
the line. Karen Hruska, the Di- 
rector of Consoling and Psycho- 
logical Services, lead the group 
of volunteers in their efforts of 
providing fresh food to the local 
community. Some students have 


struggled to put food on the table 
or to know when their next meal 
will be. The farmer’s market was 
started to provide healthier op- 
tions and so people could “spend 
money on stuff other than food”, 
Hruska said. People can shop for 
their families and children, and 
they are able to put healthy and 
fresh produce on their tables. 

“The farmer’s markets have 
been a success because over 
57,000 pounds of food was dis- 
tributed last year” Hruska point- 
ed out. Since the farmer’s mar- 
ket was so successful last April, 
“The Greater Boston Food Bank 
committed to 13 additional dates 
between now (September 2017) 
and September 2018,” a North- 
erm Essex article said. There 
will be three more farmer’s mar- 
kets this semester and four next 
semester on both the Haver- 


hill and Lawrence campuses. 

The volunteers have been one 
of the root causes of the great 
success the farmer’s markets 
have accomplished. Many stu- 
dents, staff, and members from 
the community helped to make 
the market possible. The volun- 
teers helped to bag the produce, 
carry produce boxes to their 
designated places, and to help 
direct people who were shop- 
ping. “It’s a joint effort”, Hruska 
said with a smile on her face. “It 
takes a lot of work and I want to 
help the community,” she added. 

Angelica Marinelli, an intern 
at the Counseling Center, was ex- 
cited to volunteer at the market. 
She noted that it was for a “good 
cause” and that it was “great tim- 
ing” because of all of the families 
and citizens who were affected 
by the gas fires in the Merrimack 


Valley. The devastation of the gas 
fires has been widespread, but 
hope filled the farmer’s market 
as people excitedly put food in 
their bags. Aaron Lehner, a Lib- 
eral Arts major with a focus on 
Theater, was thrilled to volunteer 
at the market. “It gives a sense 
of community. It helps the ma- 
jority of students and staff who 
struggle,” Lehner said as people 
came up to the table to check in. 

Free and nutritious food 
is important for a _ balanced 
diet, but it can be expen- 
sive. It is often difficult to eat 
healthy when on a_ budget. 

One of the goals of the NECC 
Farmer’s Market is to provide 
free and fresh produce to students, 
faculty, and people from the com- 
munity. The Greater Boston Food 
Bank was able to help in these 
efforts by bringing hundreds of 


pounds of produce. Every person 
that attended could have walked 
away with over 20 pounds of 
fresh fruit and vegetables. On the 
Haverhill campus the farmer’s 
market will be held on the first 
floor of the Student Center from 
12:30-1 on October 23, Novem- 
ber 27, December 11, January 29, 
February 26, March 26, April 23. 

The market will also be held 
at the Mini Mart on the Lawrence 
campus located at LC El-Hef- 
ni Allied Health. and Technolo- 
gy Building on the same dates 
from 1-1:30. Preregistering is 
strongly encouraged. To regis- 
ter as a buyer or to volunteer, go 
to the “Student Resources” tab 
on the Northern Essex website. 


Resources for those affected by gas fires 


Ifyou need help: 


Students in need of help are 
encouraged to reach out to Kar- 
en Hruska, director of counseling 
and psychological services, at 
978 556-3732 or khruska@necc. 
mass.edu; or Vengerflutta Smith, 
director of student life at 978 556- 
3818 or vsmith@necc.mass.edu. 
Students can also find more infor- 
mation on the NECC website un- 
der NECC’s Counseling Services 

*Faculty and staff can connect 
with Justine Caron, director of hu- 
man resources, at 978-556-3956 
or jcaron@necc.mass.edu who 
can connect them with resourc- 


es, or visit the Employee Assis- 
tance Program (EAP) website 
which provides resources to help 
resolve personal difficulties. In 
support of the Merrimack Valley 
disaster, EAP is available 24/7 to 
all employees by calling 1-800- 
252-4555 or 1-800-225-2527. 
*Additional resources avail- 
able to faculty, staff and students 
include United Way’s multilin- 
gual 2-1-1 hotline, 2-1-1 or 508- 
370-4991 (TTY), which is a free 
and confidential service that con- 
nects people to local resources 
*If you were affected by the 
events and feel overwhelmed 
with your classwork, Academic 


Coaching is here to help. Coaches 
are ready to meet with you. Stop 
in and visit the center, meet the 
coaches and get started on a plan 
that will get you back on track. 
Their goal is to help you achieve 
your goals and to be successful. 

Their centers are _locat- 
ed in both Lawrence and 
Haverhill: Haverhill C211 

° Lawrence LA105 

° Riverwalk (Tues- 
day and Thursday) LRW319 


Dia Hn OF eaWig Relea aS Pec 
Showers are available to stu- 
dents, faculty and staff in the 
Sport and Fitness Center on the 


Haverhill campus. For infor- 
mation on the Center includ- 
ing hours of operation, visit 
https://www.necc.mass.edu/ 
experience/wellness-fitness-center/ 

NECC students and _ fac- 
ulty may access the facili- 
ties of the Lawrence YMCA 
(including showers) for free. 

For students, go to https:// 
www.necc.mass.edu/ex- 
perience/wellness-fit- 
ness-center/lawrence-ymca/ 

For employees, please contact 
Patricia Bradford in the Human 
Resources office: pbradford@ 
necc.mass.edu or 978-556-3925. 


If you want to help: 


The Essex County Community 
Foundation established the Law- 
rence Emergency Fund in 2009 to 
provide assistance during emer- 
gencies like fires, natural disas- 
ters or hazardous events. Funding 
is provided to appropriate agen- 
cies or churches that directly sup- 
port the individuals and families 
impacted by these emergencies. 

For more informa- 
tion, Visit http://eccf.org/ 
Lawrenceemergencyfund 
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Knights volleyball are 6-2 


Volleyball team is Haverhill. 
° Pelosi has experience in club 
fir St IN confe erence level volleyball previously with 
the Pumas Volleyball Club in 

P lay North Andover. 

By CARNEY WOELFEL The Knights heavy offensive 
Sports Editor attack has been trouble for their 

The NECC Women’s volley- °PPonents. 


ball team is 3-0 in their confer- 
ence and is 6-2 overall, the team 
has a winning streak of 3 previ- 
ously beating Holyoke 3-0. 

In previous years the team 
has had losing records at the 
part of the season and ended 
their seasons on a losing record. 
Last year the volleyball team 
went 3-12 and the year before 
that only 11 matches and the 
team went 0-11. 

NECC Athletic Director Dan 
Blair says, “We have a new 
coach this year and it seems that 
the players like him, I personal- 
ly really like him, he is some- 
body that can really build the 
program up.” 

In August 2018 NECC hired 
Haverhill native Michael Pelo- 
si. Pelosi has had experience in 
the past with high schools such 
as Timberlane Regional and 


Malabar, Florida native and 
NECC student Amanda Forget- 
ta is an Outside Hitter for the 
team and is leading the offense. 
Forgetta is ranked 15th in Kills 
Per Set and is also 20th in Point 
Per Set in the NJCAA Division 
Three rankings. Nashaly San- 
chez who is a Lawrence, MA 
one of the setters on team has 
158 assists, she is a big reason 
why the Knights are 6-2. 

The next match is Thurs- 
day October 4th,2018 at 6 p.m. 
which is home against MassBay 
Community College a team that 
they recently beat 3-0. inside 
the Sports and Fitness Center 
on the Haverhill campus. 

For more information about 
the Knight’s volleyball team 
and other sports visit (www. 
neccknights.com). 


Photo Courtesy of NECC Athletics 
NECC’s Rachel Amiss attacking Holyoke in 3-0 win Sept. 25. 


NECC Knights athletics schedule 


October 
Thursday, Oct. 4 


Women’s Volleyball vs. MassBay Community College 6:00 PM 


Saturday, Oct. 6 

Men's Cross Country at James Early Invitational 10:30 a.m. 
Women’s Cross Country at James Early Invitational 12:00 PM 
Women’s Volleyball at Community College of Rhode Island TBA 

@ CCRI Tournament - All Day 

Thursday, Oct. 11 

Womens Volleyball at Holyoke Community College TBA 
Saturday, Oct. 13 

Women’s Cross Country at WNE Invitational. 10:30 a.m. 
Mens Cross Country at WNE Invitational 12:00 p.m. 
Womens Volleyball vs. Bunker Hill Community College 12:00 p.m 


NECC Homecoming 


NECC student-athletes numbers have 
grown in size since the arrival of Athletic 
Director Dan Blair 


By CarRNEY WOELFEL 
Sports Editor 


NECC athletics have been 
a huge part of the college for 
many years. NECC offers a 
variety of sports for Men and 
Women, for Men’s (Baseball, 
Basketball, Cross Country, 
Golf, Track and Field). For 
Women’s (Cross Country, Golf, 
Softball, Track and Field). 

In the summer of 2018 
eight NECC students earned 
Academic All-American hon- 
ors, which is a record for the 
school. For a student ath- 
lete to eligible for this award 
they must have a GPA at 3.6 
or higher. Also, NECC and 
Under Armour announced a 
partnership that will last for 
multiple years and will end 
in 2022-2023 academic year. 

Every new academic year the 
student athletes number grows, 
The NJCAA showed that in 
the 2016-2017 academic year 


were and estimated of 58,785 
student athletes in the previous 
year that number was 57,472. 

Here at NECC, Athletic 
Director Dan Blair said,” The 
year before I got here there 
were 43 student athletes at 
the school and now we have 
an estimate of 80 student ath- 
letes.” Since the 2016-2017 
academic year the number of 
student athletes has doubled. 

The Knights baseball 
team has been to the NJ- 
CAA World Series for many 
seasons and had players get 
drafted to professional teams 
recently Ryan McAuliffe was 
signed by the New York Mets. 

Since the restructuring of 
the athletic program and fa- 
cilities NECC has been more 
successful than other Mas- 
sachusetts community  col- 
leges, which could be a big 
reason why there are more 
student athletes at the school. 
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Student athlete numbers doubled since ‘16-17 


Photo Courtsesy of NECC Newsroom 
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for division three sports there 


Athletic Diretor Dan Blair is a big reason why NECC athletics continue to grow 


SOLD eBoncort COoOVANTA 


Powering Today. Protecting Tomorrow. 
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DAY, OCTOBER 13, 2018 


Race Location: Northern Essex Community College’s Haverhill Campus, 
100 Elliott St., Haverhill, MA 


Race Time: 5K starts at 10 a.m. Fun Run for children starts at 9 a.m. 


5K Entry Fee: NECC student fee: $10 with a valid student ID. (Students 
must present their NECC ID at Check-in On race day to receive their bib 
number. If a valid student ID is not shown on race day the participant 
will be charged the difference between the student rate and the general 
rate.) General registration fee: $25. 


Proceeds to benefit the NECC Annual Fund, which provides support for 
student scholarships and academic programs. 


For more information or to register, visit www.campusclassicSk.com 
or contact Lindsay Graham at Igraham@necc.mass.edu. 
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Homecoming, Saturday, Oct. 13 


8 a.m.- 9:45 a.m. 
= ‘ 9 a.m. = 


10:30 a.m. 


11 a.m. 


Northern Essex 
Community College 


5k - 


SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 


Campus Classic 5K & Fun Run Check-In 
Fun Run Begins (Track) 
Campus Classic 5K Begins 


"Music featuring DJ Andy Schachat 


Alumni Home Run Derby (Baseball field) 

Food and Beer Open for Service: 
Newburyport Brewery Beer Tent 
Lucky’s Pizza, Kona Ice, Hodgie’s Too of Salisbury fe i hevbuece 
FREE Cotton Candy and Popcorn provided by SGA 


_NECC Baseball Alumni Game (Baseball field) 


Admissions Fall Open House begins (Check-In at Pearl the Pop-Up, Sport and 
Fitness “D” Building) 


FREE Bouncy House, Balloon Animals, Face oe Pumpkin Decorating, 
Caricature Artist, and Slime Making — 


“Touch-A-Truck” Kids Event 
FREE Inflatable Jousting sponsored by Student Life 
NECC History of Athletics Exhibit (Spurk 2 Ge Building Lobby) — 


’ NECC AthleticGearTable — 


11:30 a.m. 
12 p.m. 


12:30 p.m. 


Tp.m. — 


Bookstore Flash Sale 

The Color Mint Pop-Up Shop 

Photos for a Cause Exhibit 

FREE Cornhole and KanJam 

Haverhill Firefighting Museum Kid's Bucket Brigade 
Magic and Mysteries with Professor Mike Cross 


NECC Women’s Volleyball vs. Bunker Hill Cominuinity College ae 
(Sport and Fitness ge Building) 


The Creation/Evolution of Colleges i in the U.S. Lecture by Rich Padova 


: (Spurk"C" Building, Lecture Hall A) 


Pie Eating Contest (in front of Spurk“C” Building) re ae | 


